HAZRAT-I-A<LA HEMMED IN BY ENEMIES
place, paid his respects, welcomed him, showed him hospitality,
and in eagerness to attain the good will of Hazrat-i-Ala sent
along with him army and provisions.
Murari Rao who had recovered from mourning for the
death of his brother, attacked the walls of the fort of
Tiruvati many a Lime without success, and suffered disgrace.
So he started, following the victorious army, and reached the
company of his friends. In short, JNTandraj, Murari Rao and
the French commissioned their entire forces to blockade the
roads on all sides and raised their heads with pride.
The powerful and victorious master (Hazrat-i-AT.fi)
saw the superiority of the enemy everywhere and as a matter of
policy chose to camp for two days at Tirukkattuppalli situated
at a distance of six knroh from Nattharnagar. With all his
endeavours he could not advance even a step further. By
chance heavy rains set in and be saw some relaxation in the
jealous blockading of the way. Just then he found the oppor-
tunity and marched forward through the forest situated on the
frontier of Tondaman. When he appeared on the maydan of
Nattharnagar from the side of Fatahpaharl, the army of the
enemies surrounded him on all sides and attacked him in such
a manner that the bridle of authority was about to slip from
his hands to the wastage of so much labour. 1 But the protec-
tion of the Powerful Protector was diligently engaged in
managing the prosperity of Hazrat-i-Ala. Notwithstanding
the noise of the greedy who ran in all directions lilce furious
(1) Muhammad All went from Tiruvati to Trichinopoly on the 17th of
May. Hostilities commenced on the 21st when Lawrence made a daring
attempt to drive the French who had occupied Srirangam. The battle lasted
for 20 hours. Astruc, the French Commander, who had been dispatched by
M. Dupleix with reinforcements, came to the rescue. The English were
forced to retreat to Trichinopoly Fort by the cannonading of the French.
"Lawrence despaired of driving out the French from Srirangam, marched into
the plain and encamped at Faqir's tope, with a view to collect provisions and
stand-a siege.
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